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SUBJECT: FATAH WANTS TO EVEN THE SCORE WITH IRAQ 

1 . FUNERAL FOR PLO PARIS REP IZZIDIN QALAQ HERE ON AUGUST 6 
WAS A LARGE AND EMOTIONAL AFFAIR. TURNOUT OF SYRIAN AND 

PLO OFFICIALS AND ORDINARY PALESTINIANS INCLUDING CONTINGENTS 
FROM THE CAMPS WAS SO LARGE THAT POLICE HAD TO LIMIT NUMBER 
OF VEHICLES PERMITTED TO MOVE IN THE FUNERAL CORTEGE WHICH 
SOME ESTIMATED WOULD HAVE OTHERWISE STRETCHED 2-3 KILOMETERS. 
SEVERAL PERSONS HAVE INFORMED US THAT WHEN ARAFAT ARRIVED 
IN THE COMPANY OF SAIQA LEADER ZUHAIR MUHSIN AT THE MOWASSET 
HOSPITAL TO LEAD THE CORTEGE, SYRIAN SECURITY OFFICERS 
SNAPPED TO ATTENTION AND SALUTED SMARTLY IN CONTRAST TO THE 
PERFUNCTORY WAY THEY RESPONDED TO THEIR OWN LEADERS INCLUDING 
VIRTUALLY THE ENTIRE NATIONAL AND REGIONAL COMMANDS OF 
THE BAATH PARTY WITH THE EXCEPTION OF ASSAD HIMSELF WHO WAS 
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REPRESENTED BY BAATH PARTY DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL ABDALLAH 
AHMAR. AN EQUALLY IMPRESSIVE NUMBER OF PEOPLE TURNED OUT 
THE FIRST NIGHT TO PAY CONDOLENCE CALLS ON QULAQ'S FAMILY. 

2. ANOTHER FUNERAL IS CURRENTLY IN PROGRESS HERE TODAY, 

AUGUST 10, FOR ONE OF THOSE SLAIN IN THE ATTACK ON THE PLO'S 
ISLAMABAD OFFICE. THE SYRIANS HAVE EVIDENTLY PROVIDED 
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BUSES FOR A LARGE NUMBER OF PALESTINIANS, FEDAYEEN, AND 
REFUGEES TO BE TRANSPORTED TO THE CEMETERY AND CLOSED THE 
FUNERAL ROUTE TO TRAFFIC. MEANWHILE, THE SYRIAN PRESS 
EXPLOITS THE FATAH-IRAQI CLASHES, CLAIMING THAT THE IRAQIS 
ARE COOPERATING WITH ZIONISM, IMPERIALISM, AND OTHER ENEMIES 
OF THE PALESTINIANS. 

3. AFTER THE FUNERAL, ABD AL-RAZZAK YAHIA, PLO POLITICAL 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR GENERAL, WHO IS QALAQ'S FIRST COUSIN, 

TOLD PALESTINIAN SOURCE THAT THE FIGHT WITH IRAQ HAD TO STOP 
BECAUSE IT WAS CLAIMING THE LIVES OF TOO MANY GOOD MEN AND 
THAT CONTINUATION OF THE FEUD ONLY SERVED ISRAEL. HOWEVER, 
HANI AND KHALED AL-HASAN, WHILE ADMITTING THAT THE DISPUTE 
HAD TO BE EVENTUALLY RESOLVED, TOLD SYRIAN BUSINESSMAN THAT 
FATAH COULD NOT ASK FOR A TRUCE NOW WHEN IT WAS SO OBVIOUSLY 
LOSING. THEY ASSERTED THAT IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO MURDER 
SEVERAL SENIOR IRAQI OFFICIALS BEFORE A TRUCE COULD BE 
ARRANGED. THEY TOOK THIS ATTITUDE EVEN THOUGH THEY CLAIMED 
THE SAUDIS, TO WHOM BOTH MEN ARE CONSIDERED CLOSE, WISH TO 
MEDIATE THE DISPUTE. BOTH BELIEVED IN THE THEORY THAT 

IRAQ IS COOPERATING WITH CHAMOUN TO HURT FATAH AND 
REFERRED TO AN ALLEGED TRIP BY DANY CHAMOUN TO THE IRAQI 
EMBASSY IN ROME TO RECEIVE A LARGE PAYMENT FOR HIS FATHER S 
PARTY. 

4. COMMENT: THE HASAN BROTHERS ARE HARDLY CONSIDERED WILD 
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RADICALS WITHIN THE PLO AND THEY, THEMSELVES, ARE LIKELY 
TARGETS OF IRAQ'S WRATH IF THE CURRENT ROUND OF ASSASSINA- 
TIONS CONTINUE. THEIR DESIRE "TO EVEN THE SCORE" INDICATES 
THAT DESPITE THE OBVIOUS DETRIMENT TO BOTH SIDES THE 
KILLINGS MAY CONTINUE FOR SOME TIME UNLESS COOLER HEADS 
SOON PREVAIL. THE EXTENT, IF ANY, TO WHICH SYRIA MAY BE 
WILLING TO SUPPORT FATAH IN ALL OF THIS IS UNCLEAR BUT 
MAY BE A CRUCIAL FACTOR IN DETERMINING THE EXTENT TO 
WHICH FATAH WILL GO IN PURSUING REVENGE. SF.F.T.YF. 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
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